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PARIS AS A STAGE: WHY MENART
FAIRMATTERSTOTHEARABWORLD

Paris as a Stage: Why Menart Fair Matters to the Arab World
The 7th edition of Menart Fair — "Where Is Home?" — opens
in Paris on 23-25 October 2026. Matahef joins as a media
partner,

Every October, Paris Art Week transforms the French capntal
into the most watched stage in the international art world

For the past seven years, one fair has insisted that the are of
the Arab world — its modern masters, its living artists, and i

diasporic voices — belongs at the center of that conversation.

Founded in 2021, Menart Fair is the first international fair
exclusively dedicated to modern and contemparary art from the
Middle East and North Africa. Held at the Jimephe-Tureuns
Gallery in the Marais, it has established itaclf as both a
commercial platform and a cultural statement. The 2025 editlon
brought together 40 gallerics frons 18 countsies, 117 witists, wuld
more than 7,000 visitors — including neardy 1,800 collectors,
nstitutions, and VIPs, In a global arr marker dominared by a
handful of hubs, Menart Fair offers the MENA region not a

platform of patronage, but one of pasity.

WHERE IS HOME?

The central question of the 7th edition needs no translation

for Arab audicnces. It is the question of displacement and
return, of exile and inheritance, of identitics remade through
encounter, Galleries from the Middle East, North Africa, and
their diasporas will gsther in Paria to offer their anavers
approaching home nort as a fixed polnr of orlgin, bus as a center
of gravity to be built, again and again

EIGHTY YEARS OF MUSEUMS
WITHOUT BORDERS

1COM MARKS 115 80TH ANNIVERSARY UNDER THE
THEME: "MUSFEUMS UNITING A DIVIDED WORLD"

Foun n Paris in 1946, in the immediate aftermath of the
most destructive condlict in human history, the International
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THE PULSE

The Project Room this vear is dedicated entirely to the Algerian
art scenc, and is curated {’.‘ \\'.u&‘\h Tamzali — Lawyer, writer,
founder of Les Ateliers Sauvages in Algiers, and former
Director of UNESCO's Women's Rjglu.\ l‘xu:.;r.mn Her focus
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MATAHET AT MEMART FAIR
Matahef 16 prand o partner wath Menart Fase for 2026, Both
are bulle on the convietion thar Arab culmural production
dererver muctained international attention — and that the
indtitutions, curators, and artists of the MENA region should
be shaping the global cultural conversation, not merely
observing it from its margins. Matahef will be present in Paris
in October, hosting on-site discussions and a round table, and
bringing the fair's conversations back to our readers across
MENA and beyond. m
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