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MENART PARIS 2025: MIDDLE EASTERN ART
SHINES AT THE HEART OF EUROPE/PHOTOS

ARTDAYME : KIMIA NAKHAI : THE SIXTH EDITION OF THE MENART FAIR—
EUROPE’S ONLY INTERNATIONAL ART FAIR DEDICATED EXCLUSIVELY TO MODERN
AND CONTEMPORARY ART FROM THE MIDDLE EAST & NORTH AFRICA (MENA)
REGION—TOOK PLACE FROM OCTOBER 25 TO 27, 2025 IN PARIS, HELD DURING
PARIS ART WEEK. THE 2025 THEME, TITLED “ODE TO SOFTNESS”, MARKED A
SUBTLE YET POWERFUL CURATORIAL DIRECTION!: INVITING WORK THAT
EXPLORES VULNERABILITY, QUIET POWER, AND RESILIENCE RATHER THAN
SPECTACLE.

IN THIS EDITION, SOME 40 GALLERIES FROM 18 COUNTRIES EXHIBITED THE WORK
OF OVER 117 ARTISTS. ALONGSIDE THAT WERE PANEL TALKS AND
PERFORMANCES: AMONG THEM, LIVE DRAWING BY KEVORK MOURAD AND A
PERFORMANCE-PAINTING BY SARINE SEMERJIAN, WHICH FURTHER EMPHASISED
THE FAIR’S INTEREST IN CROSS-DISCIPLINARY, EXPERIENTIAL ART.

VISITOR ENGAGEMENT PROVED LIVELY: THE FAIR WELCOMED OVER 7,000
VISITORS AND ACHIEVED STRONG MARKET RESULTS, WITH 90 % OF
PARTICIPATING GALLERIES REPORTING ACQUISITIONS—PARTICULARLY IN THE
MID-PRICE SEGMENT (ROUGHLY €8,000 TO € 15,000). THE FAIR THUS
REINFORCED ITS ROLE AS A MEETING POINT BETWEEN THE MENA-REGION ART
ECOSYSTEM AND THE WIDER EUROPEAN/INTERNATIONAL ART MARKET.

SIGNIFICANTLY, MENART FAIR CONTINUES TO STAKE A CLAIM NOT MERELY AS A
COMMERCIAL FAIR BUT AS A CULTURAL PLATFORM: PROMOTING GENDER PARITY
(WITH MORE THAN HALF THE PARTICIPATING ARTISTS WOMEN), GIVING UNDER-
REPRESENTED GEOGRAPHIES SPACE, AND ENCOURAGING DIALOGUE OVER
DISPLAY. ALL TOLD, MENART FAIR 2025 SUCCEEDED IN DELIVERING A REFINED
BALANCE OF CONTENT AND COMMERCE, DEMONSTRATING THAT SOFTNESS CAN
BE A COMPELLING ARTISTIC STANCE IN A WORLD OF EVER-INCREASING VISUAL
INTENSITY.
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